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Claim Objections 

The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1.126 which requires 
the original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When 
claims are canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims 
are presented, they must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next 
following the highest numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

1 . Misnumbered claim 31 has been renumbered 30. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6, 7, 9-16, 18, 20-25, and 27, 29, and 30 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nickum (US 6,721,954). 

As to claim 1, the claimed TV is met by client 210, which includes "a television 
tuner as an I/O device for receiving programming from a local airwave broadcast station 
214" (column 5, lines 1-2). The claimed personal video recorder "receiving televised 
content" is met by recording device 322 (column 6, lines 28-35), which is coupled to the 
TV and "may be coupled with information handling system 100" (column 6, lines 26-27), 
and includes a processor 102 (claimed processor coupled to the TV) and "voice 
recognition software," facial recognition software, and fingerprint identification 
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techniques (column 5, lines 60-67 and column 6, lines 1-4) to identify user desired 
programs (column 5, line 48) (claimed "biological characteristic recognition module to 
screen televised content"). 

As to claim 2, "when a program is found in program guide database 312 that is 
determined to be similar to the user profile programs or satisfies the user selection 
criteria, program guide 310 schedules the program to be recorded at the scheduled 
broadcast time" (column 6, lines 18-23) (claimed processor determining whether to 
allow presentation of televised content on the TV...)- In other words, the user profile is 
retrieved corresponding to the user's identification data, which then determines what 
content is to be shown, which is effectively the claimed using of recognition module 
output to determine allowable presentation. 

As to claim 3, "each user may be uniquely identified by program guide 310 and 
have an associated user profile stored in database 318" (column 5, lines 56-57), where 
the identifying process involves voice recognition as discussed above (claimed 
processor associating output of recognition module with at least one viewer profile 
stored in a database accessible to the processor). 

As to claim 4, "information related to the selected programs in a user profile 
database 318 is stored and user-related information stored in the user profile database 
318 may include the categories of programs frequently viewed by the user" (column 5 f 
lines 49-53), wherein the user profile is created the profile is associated with biological 
user identification as previously discussed (meets claimed processor associating 
recognition module output with the viewer profile). 
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As to claim 6, the claimed televised content being at least one commercial or TV 
program is met as addressed in claim 2. 

As to claim 7, "the set of instructions can be stored in the memory of another 
computer and transmitted over a local area network or a wide area network," wherein 
the instructions are "resident in the main memory 116" (column 7, line 66) which 
contains the user profile database 318 (claimed system comprising a database 
accessible to the processor and updatable with information available on a wide area 
network). 

As to claim 9, the claimed "recognition module being a voice recognition module" 
is met as discussed in claim 1 . 

As to claim 10, the claimed 'receiving of content, receiving of at least one viewer 
biological signal, and determining whether to display the content based on the biological 
content' are all met as discussed in claim 1 . 

As to claim 1 1 , the claimed "establishing of at least one viewer file and 
associating the biological signal with the viewer file" is met as discussed in claim 3. 

As to claim 12, the claimed Viewer profile associated with a vocal signal' is met 
as discussed in claim 3. 

As to claim 13, the claimed Viewer profile established at least in part by 
information input by a person' is met as discussed in claim 3, since the viewer being 
identified by the recognition module is a person. 
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As to claims 14 and 15, the claimed viewer profile classified and compared to a 
predetermined profile is met and act of determining using the viewer profile are met as 
discussed in claim 3. 

As to claim 16, the claimed associating of a viewer preference with the viewer 
profile is met as discussed in claim 4. 

As to claim 18, the claimed content being at least a commercial or TV program is 
met as discussed in claim 6. 

As to claim 20, "when program 310 identifies one or more programs in program 
guide data 312 that meet the romantic program criterion... program guide 310 schedules 
to record the identified program or programs" (column 6, lines 49-54) (claimed storing of 
content for playback on TV based on vocal signal). 

As to claim 21, the claimed TV, biological recognition means, and processor are 
met as discussed in claim 1. 

As to claim 22, the claimed processor is met as discussed in claim 12. 

As to claim 23, the claimed viewer profile is met as discussed in claim 13. 

As to claim 24, the claimed viewer profile is met as discussed in claim 14. 

As to claim 25, the claimed processor means is met as discussed in claim 4. 

As to claim 27, the claimed content is met as discussed in claim 6. 

As to claim 29, the claimed means for storing is met as discussed in claim 20. 

As to claim 30, the claimed processor means associated with a personal video 
recorder is met as discussed in claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

3. Claims 5, 17, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nickum (US 6,721,954) in view of Hunter et al (US 5,485,518). 

As to claim 5, Nickum does not explicitly disclose the viewer preference being a 
channel selection. However, the Hunter et al. reference teaches a voice authorized TV 
control system involving channel preferences associated with a user (column 5, lines 
22-28). Therefore, it would have been clearly obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to include the Hunter et al. teaching with Nickum as 
to allow channel selection preferences in order to facilitate more accurate profiles 
matching a user's profile. 

As to claim 17, the viewer preference met as discussed in claim 5. 

As to claim 26, the viewer preference met as discussed in claim 5. 

4. Claims 8, 19, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nickum (US 6,721,954). 

As to claim 8, although the Nickum reference fails to disclose "a processor 
sending at least one viewer profile with preferences to at least one marketing entity," the 
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examiner gives Official Notice that it is notoriously well known in the art to allow firms to 
target services, products, programs based on user profiles to interested parties that are 
more likely to use them. Accordingly, it would have been clearly obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the Nickum reference to send viewer profile 
preferences to marketing entities for subsequent use. 

As to claim 19, the viewer preference met as discussed in claim 8. 

As to claim 28, the viewer preference met as discussed in claim 8. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shirley Chang whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8546. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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